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the weight of the platina. It consists of wa-ter, muriatic and nitric acids, oxygen and platina; it is still an acid salt. By exposing the dry mass again to a heat of 400 or 500% it liquifies, exhales acid fumes having the odour of oxymuriatic acid, and becomes again a dry mass of an olive colour, exhaling fumes as the heat increases, and loses about | of its weight. It is still soluble in water, except a few atoms of black powder, continues acid to the tests, and may be considered as a so-permuriate of platina. If this olive powder be again heated almost to red, it exhales a visible smoke in the open air, which has the smell of oxymuriatic acid, and becomes a light brown powder, having lost a little weight. It is then neither deliquescent nor soluble in water except in a small degree so as to give the yellow colour. In this state it has been considered as a neutral muriate. By a moderately bright red heat this powder is decomposed and leaves a black spongy mass which is found to be pure platina.
The insoluble muriate of platina according to Mr. E. Davy, contains 72.5 per cent, of platina, and Berzelius finds 73.8; the loss is considered as oxymuriatic acid; hence from the known proportions of this acid Berzelios infers the constituents of 100 muriate=73.3